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Objective 
To monitor the use of pre-commercially thinned stands by snowshoe hare in the Western 
Newfoundland Model Forest. 
 
Description 
Many researchers have studied the relationship between snowshoe hare and their habitat requirements. 
The findings are consistent in reporting that there is an association between certain habitat characteristics 
and hare abundance and activity. Forest management operations such as pre-commercial thinning may be 
altering the composition and density of regenerating forest stands, which may possibly have an impact on 
hare populations. 
 
This research was initiated to investigate the use of pre-commercially thinned regenerating stands by 
snowshoe hare in comparison with unthinned stands of a similar age. The specific objectives of this 
research were to (i) monitor the use of 5 and 10 year post thinned balsam fir stands by snowshoe hare, in 
comparison with unthinned control stands, (ii) establish a vegetation profile of both the 5 and 10 year 
post-thinned balsam fir and  unthinned stands, and (iii) estimate the survival rate and cause of mortality of 
snowshoe hare in 10 year post-thinned balsam fir stands compared to the unthinned stands. 
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