
 
Title 
FMC/19 INNU CO RESEARCH 
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Keywords 
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Hare. 
 
Objection 
To measure the effects of clearcutting on relative abundance of snowshoe hare. 
 
Description 
Major concerns of forest harvesting are the effects of altered forest structure and successional 
patterns on biodiversity.  In addition to removing the overstory canopy, successional patterns are 
altered through disturbance to understory vegetation and soil.  Since most terrestrial animals 
require vegetation for food and cover, plant succession results in differing animal communities 
through time.  Edges between uncut forest and clearcuts often produce a wide range of plant 
species and structures over small areas.  As a result, these edges often support diverse animal 
communities due to the simultaneous availability of cover and forage.  However, edges may 
support high predator densities suggesting reduced habitat quality for prey species such as 
snowshoe hares. 
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