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Objective

This study proposes to evaluate the potential of entomopathogenic fungi and viruses for looper
control. The specific objectives for 2002-03 were to 1) investigate natural mortality factors of
the looper at different population levels and different larval developmental stages and 2)
investigate culture techniques for major fungi.

Description

The eastern hemlock looper is one of the most destructive forest defoliators in Newfoundland.
Severe defoliation can kill trees in one year. In the past, this insect had caused very serious
damage to forests in the island. At present, biological insecticide is operationally used to control
the looper, while an insect growth regulator is occasionally applied as well. Heavy use and sole
reliance on one product for looper control may face the risk of resistance.
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