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Objective

This project proposes to develop an innovative tool for quantitative monitoring of Balsam Fir
Sawfly (BFS) populations, by determining the primary sex ratio using specific PCR primers
flanking polymorphic regions of the BFS genome.

Description

BFS is currently the primary insect pest in the province of Newfoundland. Firstly this molecular
tool is required to develop an accurate predictive model. Secondly, forest managers require this
tool to monitor and forest BFS outbreaks and make informed decisions (forestcasting impacts
and assessing the need and best timing for control programs.
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